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1. Statutory Law
• Created by legislature
• Gives agencies authority to make rules

2. Regulatory Law
• Created by executive branch agencies 

under authority given in statutory law by 
the legislature

• Uses expertise of agency employees to 
make specific rules
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Types of State Law
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Regulation Definitions

Scoping

During the scoping process, the Department gathers 

suggestions and ideas from stakeholders and others about 

how to solve a fishery problem or address a need. The goal of 

scoping is to identify issues, potential impacts, and 

reasonable alternatives associated with the issues so that 

management actions can be developed. The Department 

considers these comments and develops an appropriate 

management strategy.
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Scoping

Pre-Regulatory Public Information Process

There is a pre-regulatory processes for public input 

prior to submitting a proposed regulation.

Pre-regulatory process includes:

– Public Scoping Meetings (TFAC, OAC, SFAC, etc…)

– Public Feedback (by mail, fax, and online)

– Small business compliance guide
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Regulation Definitions

Development

After the public has had an opportunity to comment on 

possible management actions during the scoping process, the 

Department considers these comments and develops an 

appropriate management strategy. The Secretary of Natural 

Resources then decides if a management strategy is 

necessary and appropriate. If the action is necessary and 

appropriate, a proposal is sent to the Joint Committee on 

Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review Committee 

(AELR). AELR analyzes each proposal for legal and fiscal 

concerns. The proposal is then sent to the Division of State 

Documents (DSD) for publishing in the Maryland Register. 

DSD staff edit the proposal for proper format prior to printing.
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Regulation Definitions

Comment Period

This part of the process begins when the proposal is 

published in the Maryland Register. The public comment 

period is 30 days for all proposed regulations in Maryland as 

required by State law. The Department welcomes public 

comment on proposed regulations. Comments on the 

proposal provide the Department with additional information 

and perspectives that in some cases may be incorporated into 

editorial changes.
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Regulation Definitions

Final Decision
At the end of the 30 day comment period the Secretary of 

Natural Resources decides whether to approve or disapprove 

the proposed measure. A final action will be sent to the 

Division of State Documents (DSD) for printing in the 

Maryland Register.

Effective

A final action is published in the Maryland Register 

stating the date that the management action is 

effective.



ORP’s Oyster Coalition Workgroup on Eastern Bay: 3/29-30, 2024

Process

Regulatory idea creation

Scoping

Public feedback reviewed and draft reg written

Regs are internally reviewed by FABS, NRP, OAG, and Office of 

the Secretary

Regs are sent to AELR

Regs are published in MD Register (30 day comment period)

Public comment is reviewed and final reg decision is made (withdraw, 

adopt, non-substantive changes)

Final reg is published in Register

Not less than 10 days after publishing, reg is effective
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Status of Regs

https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/regulations/changes.aspx
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COMAR

https://dsd.maryland.gov/Pages/COMARSearch.aspx
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